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diminished estates by marrying heiresses, without
regard to their pedigree. A pamphleteer of Riche-
lieu's time writes: "There is not a financier who
does not live like a lord and dress like a prince, and
many of them are allied to the most illustrious
houses in the kingdom. Is it not horrible to see
Jacquet marrying the niece of the Duke of Mayenne,
and the daughter of Feydeau marrying the Count of
Lude? " and so on through a long list of misalliances.

Richelieu now instituted proceedings against the
body of tax farmers to compel a restitution of their
excessive profits. The proceeding was Eastern in
its simplicity; the culprits were fined with regard to
their supposed wealth, rather than from any evidence
of corrupt conduct; they bought their peace as best
they could, and the system went on as before.
Eleven millions were obtained from them at this
time; the sum they paid for immunity is an indica-
tion of the amount they had stolen. With the gen-
eral improvement in administration under Richelieu
the taxes were farmed somewhat more for the pub-
lic advantage than under Mary de' Medici. That is
about all that France owed to Richelieu as a minis-
ter of finance.

By an edict of 1634, an endeavour was made to
reduce the number exempted from the taille, but
those whose immunities were invaded raised a storm
of protest, and Richelieu, less resolute in attempts
at financial reform than when he sought to strengthen
the power of the central Government, allowed the
edict to fall into practical disuse.

No better success attended another measure, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
